VALUE EDUCATION 

IN 

ABE SCHOOLS, JUNIOR COLLEGES & SPECIAL SCHOOLS

Introduction

The importance, need and urgency of Value Education in our institutions cannot be emphasized more in our present times. With the pluralistic set up of our country and the forces of fundamentalism, globalization and mass media having such strong influences on our youth, a concerted and coordinated effort in equipping our students with the skills of critical thinking to arrive at discernment is urgent. 

Rationale

Besides this urgency, the rationale for Value Education is provided by the Church, the Archdiocese, the United Nations (U.N.) and other National Bodies and documents, like the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) NCERT, the Constitutions, National Policy of Education (1986/92) & the S. B. Chavan Commission Report (1999)

1. Vatican Document:  Gravissimum Educationis  28, Oct, 1965 (GE)

“Catholic Schools are at once places of evangelization, of complete formation of inculturation, of apprenticeship in a lively dialogue between young people of different religions and social backgrounds”

“Children and young people should be helped to develop harmoniously their physical, moral and intellectual qualities…they also have the right to be stimulated to make sound moral judgments…to put them into practice…”(GE 1)

2. U. N. 

The UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development emphasizes the fact that “humans in order to safeguard their future, must learn to change their behavior”. The vision of education for sustainable development “is a world where everyone has the opportunity to benefit from quality education and learn the values, behaviour and lifestyles required for a sustainable future and for positive societal transformation”.

3. CONSTITUTION/NATIONAL POLICY

The Preamble to the Constitution and National Policy of Education 1986/1992 has highlighted the need for inculcation of values. 

. 

4. NCERT

Value education to prevent erosion of values in public life has been a matter of concern, since independence. The values embedded in the Indian philosophy, cultural heritage and literature need to be nurtured in schools. 

NCERT, the nodal centre for strengthening value education in the country at school level, has been implementing a number of activities and programmes on value oriented education. 

5. S.B. CHAVAN COMMITTEE

The S.B. Chavan Committee Report (1999) emphasized the need to nurture core universal values like truth, peace, love, righteous conduct, and non-violence in students. 

6. ARCHDIOCESAN CONSULTATION ON EDUCATION 2004

The Consult recognizing the yeoman service rendered by the Diocesan Catechetical Centre in animating the Catholic Religious Instruction proposed the establishment of a Diocesan Centre for Value Education on similar lines to best serve the ever growing and urgent need of Value Education in the Schools affiliated to the ABE (Ref. New Wine-Fresh Wineskins, Position Paper for Bombay Archdiocesan Consultation on Education Art. 48.) 
Premise

The term “Value Education” in our context refers to, what used to be called in earlier times, ‘Moral Science’. 

Value Education in our ABE Schools has already been in existence ever since the inception of each school. As a matter of fact many schools have very good curriculums, resources and practices. So, as such, it is not a new venture in our Archdiocese. However a need has been felt of picking up the best that has been happening in this field and coordinating it for better results. 
Goal

Our goal is to create a “Value Education Resource Centre” at Don Bosco, Matunga to develop material and human resources. 

The objectives of this centre are: 

1. To animate the Value Education curriculum in all ABE affiliated Primary and Secondary Schools, Junior Colleges and Special Schools. 

2. To enable teachers to handle the Value Education Syllabus in an effective manner. 

3. To offer the students opportunities to imbibe values through curricular and extra curricular activities. 

4. To set up in each School a Value Education Pastoral Team responsible for the implementation of the Value Education Programme. 

Process

Step One: Identification

· Identification of existing curriculum, resources and practices is the preliminary requirement to pick up this immense wealth that exists in isolation and use it for the benefit of the larger group of students of the ABE schools. 

· In this regard the visit of the Value Education Team assumes significance. During this visit the data gleaned from the “Expectation Sheet”, responded to by the Institution, Principal, Value Ed. Teachers, Parents, Students and Ex-students, will serve as a mine of information to be utilized subsequently. 

· The visits will be followed by an immediate feedback in the form of a Deanery-wise seminar for all involved in Value Education. 

Step Two: Documentation

· As a sequel to step one, this step will provide us with the information necessary in the creation of a ‘Survey’ – a tool to design an effective and efficient methodology for the future. 

Step Three: Dissemination

· Syllabus

· In the light of the data collected, the Resource Team will work towards reviewing the existing books in circulation and offer these Book Reviews back to the schools for their consideration before they place the order for the next scholastic year. 

· Based on the Reviews and feedback on them from the schools, the Value Ed. Team will shortlist a few publications for further consideration. 

· Eventually this could take the form of an altogether new Syllabus, if need be, after undertaking a systematic and scientific analysis of the texts. 

· Activities:

· In School

· Inter-class activities like debates, exhibitions, recollections, surveys, observation walks, visits, celebration of feasts of all religions, school assemblies etc. 

· Out-of-School 

· Inter-school activities like class-wise gatherings, project presentations, rallies, value ed. days etc

· Projects on socio-political issues of the neighbourhood

· Field Trips to Value Ed. Centres like the MRA

· Training of Value Ed. Teachers

To organize Seminars for Teachers

· Content of these seminars could be Value Education in general, as well as sessions based on the chosen syllabi

· Help could be obtained from the Publishing Houses for conducting Teachers’ seminars

· These Seminars will be organized Deanery-wise.  
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